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3U .jTRESSEO SOtlET INTEREST 

IN GETTING OUT OF AFGHANISTAN TT^ CONVERSATION BlTH AN 
EMBASSY OFFICER. HIS CURRENT HOOO IS FAB'FROH 'SANGUINE 
THAT EVENTS MILL HOVE IN THAT OIRECTION. INSTEAD, 'ME 
SKETCHED A PICTURE OF AF6HANISTAN BEING BROUGHT UNOER 
CONTROL OVER A IONS PERIOD IN *UCH THE SANE*FASHlON AS 
TAOZHIKISTAN IN THE TWENTIES. HE POINTEO OWVTHAJ jTHE 
TAOZHIK BORDER HAD NOT IEEN FIRHLV SECUREO UNTIL 1SJI, 
RUT SOVIET AUTHORITIES THROUSH NASSIVE USE OF«'FORCE 
HAD SEEN ABLE TO RETAIN THE TERRITORY DESPITE A LARGE 
REFUGEE FLOU INTO NEIGHBORING TERRITORY *N0<fUBSE8UENT 
GUERRILLA RESISTANCE. i 

M. ANALYZING THE POSITIONS OF THE NAJOR ACTORS,!^ ^__/ 
SAID PRESIDENT ZIA HAD EVERY REASON TO NAMT4THE WIT-TO 
CONTINUE. ESCHEUING THE FANILIAR SOVIET AB8BHENT THAT 
PAKISTAN FOUNO^IME BAR A fOX^NlENT JUSTIFICATION FOR 
U.S. ANNS AID,/ _>TOT PRINARY BENEFIT FOR 

ZlA UAS THE FAC1~THAT TURBULENCE Q# PAKISTAN'S JOROERS 
STRENGTHENED THE CASE FOR FIRH LEADERSHIP. SMOOTHER 
LEADER MAS ON THE HORIZON TO CHALLENGE ZIA.U 

p-^ *7aGREE0 BlTH PALRER'S OBSERVATION THAT 
MRS. GANDHI OIO NOT FAVOR CONTINUATION OF TOT 'BAR. SINCE 
IT BROUGHT THE UVS. ANO PAKISTAN TOGETHER. <OT CONCURREO 
N THE THESIS THAT INDIA OIO NOT BANT E ITOT* •"»;»» 
TO BECONE WORE ACTIVE IN TJT REGION. IN RESPONSE TO A 
OUESTION, HE OISAGfEED NITH THE PROPOSITION THATl»PIA 
HAO ANY INTEREST IN PARTITIONING PAKISTAN BETmrlTSELF - 
ANO A SOVIET-OONIHATEO AFGHANISTAN. 
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A FINLANO-LIKE STATUS BOULD ONCE HAVE SATISFIEO HOSCOB, 
THE BEST AFGHANISTAN COULO EJPECT <UNDEN PRESENT CIRCUM- 
STANCES MAS A MONGOLIAN SOLUTION. • HE FIRNLT OEHIED ANY 
SOVIET DESIRE TO SAIN ACCESS TO BARN BATER BUT SAID THE 

so? Its boulo stay a long tine if necessary to preserve 

?HE REGIHE THAT CANE TO POBER^IN THE ItTB REVOLUTION. 

AFGHANISTAN NAS NOT VIETNAN. 
BERE NO EVENING TELEVTttON NEBS PICTURES OF BATTLES 
8H0BN IN THE SOVIET UNION. NO OUTCRY FRON THE SOVIET 
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PUBLIC COULD BE EXPECTED. /_ 

STRENGTH AT ABOUT SS.OOOl HE SUGGESTED THAT HIGHER 

ESTIMATES IN THE BEST WIGHT BE ACCOUNTED POR BY HEOICAL 

UNITS NOT COUNTEO IH SOVIET CALCULATIONS. HE CLAIMED 

THE AFGHAN ARHY HAS HELL ALONG IN THE PROCESS OF 8UIL0ING 

UP TO A STRENGTH OF 100,900 AS IT HAD BEEN BEfORE 19TB. 

HE SAIO THE USSR HAD NO INTEiEST IN ESCALATING ITS OBN 

HILITARY STRENGTH* BUT HE FEARED THAT CONTINUED FIGHTING 

WOULD HAVE A OAHAGING POLITICAL EFFECT BY UNtjERHINIHG 

THE 'LIBERAL' ELEMENTS IN THE CRA, A GROUP THAT INCLUDED \ 

KARHAL AND OOST. HE LAMENTED THAT PAKISTAN SEEMED TO BE 

HISSING AN OPPORTUNITY THAT MOULO NOT SOON BE REPEATEO i 

TO GAIN A SECURE, RECOGNUED BOROER fOURAMO LINE) AND TO » 

DEAL VITH AN AFGHAN GOVERNMENT THAT HAS PURSUING REASON* I 

ABLE POLICIES. . '. 

S. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, . • 

SOVIET ALLEGATIONS THAT THE SITUATION i 

HOULD RIGHT ITSELF IF EXTERNAL RESIST 

SAIO SOVIET TROOPS COULD PR0BA8LT SE ' 

tKEY OEPLOYEO RIGHT NEXT TO PAKISTANI f t 

HOSCO* REALIZED THAT THIS MOULD 8E SEEN A f 

NEVERTHELESS, 

NOTE BY OC/T: LINES OF PARA 6 *?n** FORESHORTENED. CORRECTION * 

TO FOLLOW. * 
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COUNTRY. HIS PARTING THOUGHT &AS THAT THE t i 

AFGHANISTAN SHOULO NOT BE JUOGEO BY NCSTEAN S I ' 

NEITHER THE AFGHANS NOR THE SOVIETS MOULO MEill 
USE FORCE ON A GREAT SCALE IF ftECESSARV TO SA 
SITUATION. 
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9. CONSENT* IHPLICI 

ASSUMPTION THAT THE U . 

TO BEAR FRUIT ANO THAT THE SOlfcET PRESENCE IN FGHANISTAN 

KILL CONTINUE FOR A LORtf TINE4 «KEN PRESSED, OR EXANPLE 

ON HIS YIEN T*AT A KMHAL GOV^NHENT COULD SON HON 
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THE FACT THAT KARKAL HAO THREE. STRIKES ftfiMXST'HlK 
BECAUSE OF THE BAT HE CAHE TO >0«ER. ALTHOUGH IE NOTEO 
THAT OAOUO, TARAKI AND AM* HERE EOUALLT LRCKIH6 IN 
LEGITIHACY. THE OVERMHEIRIN5 INPRESSIOH LEFT fFTER THIS 
CORDIAL AND LARSELY DISPASSIONATE CONYERSATIOn'nAS CHE OF 
A SCHOLAR AOAPTINfi TO NEM REALITIES WITHOUT HUfH 
EXPECTATION OF A CHANGED SITU 



10. FOR KABUL: 
HARTHAN 
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MOTE BY OC/T: : LINES OF FIRST PARA I LAST OF HDHBEREO PARA 8) 
APPEAR FORESHORTENED. CORRECTION TO FOLLOH. 
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